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In busy first day as mayor, 
Durkan crisscrosses city 


By DANIEL BEEKMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

“Let’s get to work” was Jenny 
Durkan’s message as she took the 
oath of office as Seattle mayor 
Tuesday, becoming the first 
woman to lead the city since the 
1920s as the result of her win in 
the Nov. 7 election. 

Durkan was sworn in at the 
Ethiopian Community Center in 
Rainier Beach, the first of five 
neighborhood destinations as she 
crisscrossed the city on a Day 
One goodwill tour. 

She began with remarks that 
matched her campaign rhetoric, 
vowing to reach out for ideas, 
address a growing gap between 
rich and poor and stand up to 
President Donald Trump. 

“We must remember that our 


common bonds, our common 
purpose, are so much more pow- 
erful than our challenges and 
differences,” Durkan said after 
U.S. District Court Judge Richard 
Jones administered the oath. 

She was speaking to a room at 
the community center brimming 
with Rainier Beach residents and 
City Hall brass. 

Rather than deliver a speech at 
City Hall, like recent predeces- 
sors Ed Murray, Mike McGinn 
and Greg Nickels, Durkan took 
her inauguration on the road, 
making subsequent stops in Del- 
ridge, the Chinatown-Interna- 
tional District, Phinney Ridge 
and Lake City. 

“Tm here in Rainier Beach 
because I wanted to break tradi- 
tion,” she said. “We will be a 


~ 


ERIKA SCHULTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Jenny Durkan acknowledges the crowd after being sworn in as Seattle mayor at the Ethiopian Community Center on Tuesday. Durkan, 
who was appointed a U.S. attorney by President Barack Obama, is Seattle’s first female mayor since Bertha Knight Landes, elected in 1926. 


government, and I will be mayor 
not of City Hall but of the peo- 
ple.” 

Durkan added, “I will be listen- 
ing to you. I will be hearing you. 
I will be learning from you and I 
will be accountable to you.” 

The city’s 56th mayor signed 
orders related to rental assis- 
tance and the city’s Race and 
Social Justice Initiative during 
her tour Tuesday. 

The first order sets in motion 
an effort to help certain low-in- 
come households, including 
some on the waiting list for Seat- 
tle Housing Authority vouchers. 

The second calls for a review 
of how the city is carrying out the 
Race and Social Justice Initiative 
that requires implicit bias train- 
ing for city department directors. 


On Wednesday, Durkan will 
announce her “Seattle Promise” 
college-tuition program, which 
on the campaign trail she said 
would offer all of the city’s pub- 
lic-high-school graduates two 
years of free community college. 

Before the event, Metti Mu- 
lugeta reflected on Durkan’s 
choice to begin her term in one 
of its less-wealthy neighbor- 
hoods, where members of Seat- 
tle’s Ethiopian immigrant com- 
munity have been working to 
build a new community center 
with housing and child care as 
they struggle to stay in an in- 
creasingly expensive city. 

“She’s saying that she’s the 
mayor of everybody, not just the 
mayor of the haves,” said Mu- 

See > MAYOR, A8 


Microsoft campus to undergo massive renovation 


MULTIBILLION-DOLLAR PLAN 


Taking Redmond offices 
‘into future’ is the aim, 
President Brad Smith says 


By RACHEL LERMAN 

Seattle Times business reporter 
Urban campuses in the heart of 

bustling cities may be all the rage 

for tech companies these days, but 


Microsoft thinks it can create some 


of that modern city vibe without 
leaving its forested suburban cam- 
pus. 

The software giant is reiterating 
its commitment to its sprawling 
Redmond home with a massive 
multibillion-dollar campus reno- 
vation and expansion. The multi- 
year project is Microsoft’s largest 
redevelopment to date, it said. 

Over the next five to seven 


See > MICROSOFT, A10 


MICROSOFT 


Microsoft is planning a multibillion-dollar expansion of its Redmond campus, complete with 18 new 


buildings (shown with white roofs), a 2-acre plaza and sports fields. 


Defiant 


N. Korea 
launches 
ICBM 


MISSILE MAY HAVE 
POTENTIAL TO REACH D.C. 


‘We will take care of it,’ 
Trump says 


By CHOE SANG-HUN 
AND MOTOKO RICH 
The New York Times 


SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea fired an intercontinental 
ballistic missile early Wednesday 
for the first time in four months, 
defying President Donald 
Trump’s warnings to halt its 
weapons program and his deci- 
sion to, once again, list the coun- 
try as a state sponsor of terror- 
ism. 

Trump’s reaction to the launch 
was more muted than in the past, 
when he lobbed insults at the 
North’s leader, Kim Jong Un and 
threatened “fire and fury” that 
would “totally destroy” the 
North. 

“We will take care of it,” he 
said in Washington. “It is a situa- 
tion that we will handle.” 

The missile took off from 

See > MISSILE, A6 


Want a home 
in Seattle area? 
You'll need an 
$11,000 raise 


REAL ESTATE | The region’s 
hot market means house 

prices, and down payments, 
outpace our median income. 


By MIKE ROSENBERG 
Seattle Times business reporter 

The Seattle area has now led 
the nation in home-price increas- 
es for more than a year — the 
longest streak in the region’s 
history. Just to keep up with 
those rising prices, would-be 
buyers needed an $11,000 pay 
raise in the past year to afford the 
typical mortgage. 

Households now need a record 
$93,400 annual income to afford 
monthly payments on the medi- 
an house in the Seattle metro 
area, according to a quarterly 
report from HSH.com, a mort- 
gage and consumer loan-infor- 

See > SEATTLE, A11 


Fastest-rising 
home prices compared 
with a year ago 

1. Seattle +12.9 percent 
2. Las Vegas +9 percent 
3. San Diego +8.2 percent 
4. Portland +7.3 percent 


5. Boston, Denver, Tampa +7.2 
percent each 


Source: Case-Shiller home-price index 
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The Active Ingredient in Viagra® 
for 80% Less! 


Sildenafil is the ONLY active ingredient in Viagra®. 
Sildenafil is an FDA-approved generic, but in a different strength. 


Visit website or call for details. 
Serving Greater Seattle Since 1964 


OSTROMS 
Drug &Gift 


10 Viagra® (sildenafil) Tablets = $575 
50 Sildenafil 20mg Tablets = $99 


OstromsPharmacy.com 844-486-7711 


Your doctor’s RX required. Ostroms Drug is not affiliated with Viagra® or Pfizer. 
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